WEATHER SOURCES
IN THE AIR:

ATIS/ASOS/AWOS

· ATIS changes hourly or when significant changes happen

· ASOS/AWOS changes every minute

All have phone numbers you can call before flight

TWEB – route weather for specific routes

· used to be broadcast from NDBs and some VORs

· none in our vicinity but can be obtained through PATWAS

HIWAS
- broadcast by VORs with a little H in a corner

· SIGMETS and bad news in general

CWA – Center Weather Advisory from Center ATC– urgent bad weather news that will probably become a SIGMET soon

FSS (Flight service) – freqs on VORs, or separate RCOs; flight plans, full briefings, etc

EFAS (Flightwatch) – 122.0 7am till 11pm – specifically weather updates and PIREPS

ON THE GROUND:

1-800-WX-BRIEF

· automatic (PATWAS) or live briefer (hit 1)
INTERNET


DUATS



- weather pages & flight planner http://www.duats.com


AOPA
- interactive flight planner linked to DUATS


NOAA
- http://adds.aviationweather.noaa.gov/


OTHERS

· weather.com

· wunderground.com
FULL BRIEFING:


Format always follows same outline:

· flight precautions – AIRMETS, SIGMETS, Convective SIGMETS

· Synopsis

· Current conditions – here, enroute, destination

· Forecast conditions – here, enroute, destination

· Winds aloft (if want temps need to ask)

· PIREPS

· NOTAMS – if NOTAMS have been “published” they wont be given

· Includes status of navaids, airport closures etc

· Should include TFRs, but best to ask specifically

If filing a flight plan, give the briefer the flight plan and he’ll file it and produce the briefing. On DUATS, put in the flight plan, DUATS will calculate the legs and offer a briefing. DUATS briefing gives a lot of info, need to skim and focus on important stuff.

One good strategy – look at the big picture – surface analysis and forecast charts, satellite pictures and radar pictures. Then file the plan and get a DUATS briefing. Just before departure call 1-800-WXBRIEF and request an abbreviated briefing of any new information and latest PIREPS.
Goodflying.com
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